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A saint is one who exaggerates what the world neglects.

-G.K. Chesterton

Gathering Music “People Need the Lord”

Phil McHugh & Greg Nelson/ Arr. Mark Hayes
© 1983 River Oaks Music & Shepherd's Fold Music/ GlorySound
Used with permission CCLI #20126570

Welcome and Lighting of the Christ Candle Rev. Cristina Adams

Prelude

“Second Sonata (Mvt 1)”
Felix Mendelssohn / Edwin Arthur Kraft/ Theodore Presser Co. © 1947 Carl Fischer LLC
Used with permission CCLI #20126570

LIFTING OUR VOICES IN PRAISE

Invocation
Choral Call to Worship “Prepare Ye the Way”
Hart Morris. © 1988 The American Guild of English Handbell Ringers, Inc./The Lorenz Corporation
Used with permission CCLI #20126570
* Call to Worship
Leader: What is a blessing?
People: More than just a good thing that makes us happy, not exactly a sign that we’re God’s
favorite,
All: a blessing reveals God’s priorities and God’s presence.
Leader: Who is blessed?
People: Not only people with plenty, and more than enough, not just people who have it all
together, photo-ready,
All: blessed are those this world looks down upon, overlooks, and tramples over.
Leader: What does it mean to be blessed?
People: To see the kingdom of heaven, to choose to live in it, risks and all,
All: and to know God is with us, come what may.
Leader: Blessed are we when we recognize God’s presence and live for God’s glory.
Let us worship God together.
* Hymn of Gathering (CONGR 158) “Jesus Shall Reign”

[Last verse: ©1992 Beckenhorst Press, Inc./ Acc by Janet Linker. Used with permission CCLI #20126570] = DUKE STREET

* Passing of the Peace
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you!
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord!

If able, please text or message someone from the congregation and share with them the sign of peace.

* In-person worshippers are invited to stand as able



* Responding in Peace (CONG 155) “We Are Singing, for the Lord is Our Light”
SIYAHAMBA

We are singing, for the Lord is our light, we are singing, for the Lord is our light. [Repeat]
We are singing, oh we are singing for the Lord is our light. [Repeat]

SHARING OURSELVES IN PRAYER

Children’s Sermon Rev. Cristina Adams

Call to Prayer (CONGR 399) “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”
O LORD, HEAR MY PRAYER

Hearing our Joys and Concerns Rev. Matthew Sturtevant

Unison Discipline of Confession

Every word you speak can be sustenance for those who would live today in your kingdom, O
God. We confess that we would prefer to skim over some, though. Every blessing you pour out
brings light into the shadows of this world, that all may see. We confess that when we see what
comes along with some blessings, though, we would rather not. Every person you call into your
way of life changes the flavor of the world, until everyone can taste and see that you are good.
We confess that we feel too small to make much difference, so we’d rather just be more
palatable and blend in. Forgive us, Holy One, when we choose to opt out of your kingdom of
heaven come on earth. Forgive us when we choose the world’s shallow blessing instead of your
deep grace. Forgive us when we ignore the little things in your word, even as they add up.

Discipline of Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon
As forgiven and free followers of Christ, your lamps are re-lit and your lives are re-salted. Go now and
recognize yourselves as the image of God, revealing a holy presence and purpose.

Morning Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the
kingdom, the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Response “Like an Avalanche”

© 2010 Hillsong MP MusicHillsong Music Publishing Australia
Used with permission CCLI #20126570

RETURNING OUR GIFTS IN GRATITUDE
Sentences of Stewardship

Offertory “Prayer”
Engelbert Humperdinck /Arr. Diane Bish

© 1993 Tarzana Music Co./Gentry Publications/Hal Leonard Corp.
Used with permission CCLI #20126570

* Doxology and Prayer of Thanksgiving

* In-person worshippers are invited to stand as able



PROCLAIMING THE TRUTH WITH HOPE

* Gospel Reading Matthew 5.1-16
Leader: This is the Word of God for the People of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Rev. Matthew Sturtevant
* Hymn of Invitation (CONGR 259, Verses 4 and 5 “Blest Are They”
y Yy
BLEST ARE THEY
Life of the Church
Benediction
Postlude “Psalm XIX”

Benedetto Marcello / Arr. Diane Bish © 1993 Tarzana Music Co./Gentry Publications/Hal Leonard Corp.
Used with permission CCLI #20126570

Flowers on the altar this morning are given for the greater glory of God by: The memorial funds of Joie Stapleton and
Mprs. F. P. Stapleton
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* In-person worshippers are invited to stand as able



